
 
   

   
 

 

                                                        

 
 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 



 
Chapter K Staff 

 
Title  

 

Name E-mail Phone 

Director Elizabeth Bottka-Smith Ebs56@cox.net (520) 390-5058 

Assistant Director Donna Humphrey humphred@peoplepc.com (520) 207-4009 

Assistant Director Becky Sangster Rsangster.06@comcast.net (520) 229-8670 

Chapter Educator Mike Sangster coachsangy@comcast.net (520) 229-8670 

Treasurer Maryann Jordan maryann-jordan@comcast.net (520) 299-4440 

Newsletter Editor Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 305-9122 

Webmaster Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 305-9122 

Ride Coordinators 
John & Ellen McVay 

Becky Sangster 

onedime@msn.com 

Rsangster.06@comcast.net 

(520) 298-7833 

(520) 229-8670 

Historian Vacant Vacant Vacant 

Public Relations/ 

Membership Development 

Donna Humphrey 

Diana Sias 

humphred@peoplepc.com 

dsias@comcast.net 

(520) 207-4009 

(520) 297-9462 

Chapter Store Kent & Alice Lash lash7@live.com (520) 289-9840 

50/50 Cliff Sias cjsias@comcast.net (520) 297-9462 

Diaper Bank 
Maryann Jordan 

Diana Sias 

maryann-jordan@comcast.net 

dsias@comcast.net 

(520) 299-4440 

(520) 297-9462 

COY 2010 Nick & Ann Nickelson l_nickelson1@juno.com (520) 747-8755 

IOY 2010 Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 390-5059 

Mascot Kodie gwrraazk@gmail.com Unlisted 
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2009 Arizona District Staff 

 

 

District Director  
Garry & Kerry Woo 

2581 W Vereda de Gente 
Tucson, Arizona  85746 
Home 520-883-7155 
Cell    520-490-8555 
Fax     520-883-4914 
E-Mail gwoo225@comcast.net 

Assistant District Director 
Bud & Dot Kapp 

2650 West Union Hills Drive #55 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
Home  623-434-6560 
Cell     602-908-4456 
Fax      623-434-6560 
E-Mail  hekapp@k2g.com 

District Educator 
Harley & Pat Funk 

10319 Carob Drive 
Sun City, Arizona  85373 
Home 623-974-0463 
E-Mail azridered1@gmail.com 
 

District Treasurer 
Susan & Mike Heritage 

997 N Darlene Drive 
Vail, Arizona 85641-9684 
Home 520-762-8636 
E-Mail heritage-lady@hotmail.com 
 

District Motorist Awareness 
Dave & Sandie Novitt 

Home 1-520-296-7369 
E-Mail dnovitt@yahoo.com 

District Membership 
Enhancement 

Bill & Susan Trask 
Home 623-934-7496 
E-Mail wwtrask@yahoo.com 

District Newsletter Editor 
Laurie Williams 

Home 1-520-975-0384 
E-Mail towtheweight@cox.net 
 

District Webmaster 
Don Rhodes 

Home  480-216-8669 
E-Mail dcrhodes9@gmail.com 
 

District COY & IOY  
Coordinator 
Bill Leach 

Home  520-747-5276 
E-Mail ablu1@cox.net 

District Special Events 
Coordinator 

Jeffrey & Denise Goldin 
Home 1-602-481-0894 
E-Mail arizonagoldin@cox.net 

District Sunshine Person 
Jane Sutherland 

Home 1-623-935-4849 
E-Mail az_sunshine@cox.net 

District Store 
Gene & Jean McGaughey 

E-Mail 
Gene.jean.mcgaughey@cox.net 
 

District Trainer  
Sami Hall 

E-Mail gatrikers@aol.com 
 

District MEDIC Fi rst Aid 
Ray and Sandi Garris 

Home  602-404-6875 
E-Mail wingedcoyotes@qwest.net 

District Ride Coordinator 
Bob Sutherland 

Home 1-623-935-4849 
E-Mail 
azridecoordinator@gmail.com 
 

District COY 2008-2009 
Dale & Sandy Barger 

E-Mail sandydalebarg@hotmail.com 
 
 

District IOY 2008-2009 
Ron Penner 

E-Mail 7rpenner9@comcast.net 
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Arizona Chapters  

 

Chapter: Meeting Day/Time:  Location: Directors: 

A 
3rd Saturday 
08:15 AM Breakfast 
09:00 Meeting 

Golden Corral 
4380 East 22nd 
Street, Tucson 

Dean & Jeannine Jernigan 
520.904.2713 
520.663.0377 
acd@jernigan.us 

C 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

JB's Restaurant 
1621 McCullock 
Blvd., Lake Havasu 

Joe and Nancy Callaway 
928.855.8981 
jbcallaway@gmail.com 

D 
2nd Saturday 
07:30 AM 

Old Country Buffet 
6625 E Southern 
Ave., Mesa 

Dennis & Beth Brinton 
480.786.0365 
U65079@cox.net 

E 
1st Tuesday 
05:30 PM Dinner - 07:00 
PM Meeting 

Golden Corral 
798 South Highway 
92, Sierra Vista 

Donna & Richard Brown 
520.366.5801 
wingrider@powerc.net 

F 
2nd Wednesday 
07:00 PM 

KC's Grill 
No Street Address, 
Golden Valley 

Ron & Sue Baudoin 
928.757.0781 
ron@gwrraazf.com 

G 
2nd Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Arizona Family 
Restaurant 
80 W. Esperanza, 
Green Valley 

Carl & Sherryll Welch 
520.548.0223 
Cd1_azg@att.net 

J 
E-mail Notification 
08:00 AM 

E-mail Notification 
Tim & Mary Gales 
928.774.7361 
tginaz@msn.com 

K 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM Breakfast - 
09:00 AM Meeting 

Golden Corral 
715 E. Wetmore, 
Tucson 

Elizabeth Bottka-Smith 
520.390.5058 
Ebs.qou@gmail.com 

R 
3th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Old Country Buffet 
17125 N 79th Ave, 
Glendale 

Keith and Cathy Ranta 
623-853-0394 
bluewingtrike@yahoo.com 

S 
1st Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Jason's Deli 
N/E Corner of 
Scottsdale and Shea, 
Scottsdale 

Richard Shields and  
Bobbi Harris 
480.391.7018 
Rshields018@cox.net 

Y 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Prescott Golf & 
Country Club 
Prescott Golf & 
Country Club, 
Dewey, AZ 

Earl Spenard 
928-541-9031 
ejs@cableone.net 
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Chapter òKó  

Kachina Chapter  
January/February 2010  
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Director õs Corner  
 

Happy New Year every one.  Iõm not sure where the year went.  
Chapter K had a great year, thanks to all of you.  We had lots of 
rides and great participation.  I hope we can continue with more 
of the same in 2010.   
 

Our first big event is our annual fundraiser, which we are going 
to have in April.  It will be a poker run, on Sunday, April 25, 
2010, at the Pines Golf Club in Marana.  Weõre going to need 
everyoneõs help to make it a success.  There are lots of 
opportunities to helpñat the stops, water, cookies, registration, 
etc.  Weõre hoping to get good participation from the 
surrounding chapters and we will be going to their meetings to 
promote our event.  Several of these visits are already on the 
calendar and I hope you can join us in visiting these chapters. 
 

Second, Smitty is diligently working on our second annual Beat 
the Heat ride to Wing Ding.  Heõs identified hotels, routes, rides, 
and places to visit along the way.  We had good participation and 
a great time last year; we hope some of you will join us this year. 
 

It is my pleasure to announce the 2010 Couple and Individual of 
the Year.   
 

Nick and Ann Nichols are the Couple of the Year.  
They have been long time members of GWRRA and 
were one of the founding members of Chapter K, in 
1983.  They have always been active and supportive 
throughout the years and continue to be vital 
members of our Chapter today.   
 

Smitty (Daniel) Smith is the Individual of the Year.  
Smitty is our Webmaster and Newsletter Editor.  But, 
besides those òofficialó titles, he does whatever it 
takes to make our Chapter the success it is.  He plans 
and leads rides, fixes our equipment, lugs Kodieõs 
stuff around, and creates our beautiful photo albums 
with the fun commentary.    

 

These three individuals are well deserving of the COY and IOY 
recognition.  They are great representatives of our Chapter and 
the epitome of the GWRRA motto:  Friends for Fun, 
Knowledge and Safety.  I hope you will join me in congratulating 
them and thanking them for their continued support. 
 

Iõm also happy to announce that everyone on the òstaffó agreed 
to continue in their role for 2010.  I really appreciate it.  They are 
always ready to help and do whatever it takes to make our 
Chapter fun.   
 

Letõs ride, ride a lot, and ride safe. Elizabeth 

 

 

Birthdays  

and 

Anniversaries  

 

 

 

 

January 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
Becky Sangster               1/15 
Dick Beutel                    1/16 
Nina Levens                   1/16 
Anne Price                     1/18 
Mary Fields                    1/24 
Lynne Breuninger          1/25 

Barry Covard & Nancy Karnell 11/19 
1/20 
 
Dave & Mary Fields 
1/24 
 

 

February 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
Mike Sangster            2/3 
Cliff Sias                          2/4 
Jon Bailey           2/14 

Nick & Anne Nickelson 
2/1 
Jerry & Maryann Jordan 
2/4 

 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Chapte r 

Store 

 

Kent & Alice 
Lash 

 
Store 

Managers  

¶ Chapter K Patch (Approx 3x4 inches) $5.00 

¶ Chapter K Pins (Approx 2 inches) $5.00 

¶ Chapter K Polo Shirts (Contact Stores to place order) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



Chapter K 2009 Safe Miles  
 

 

Miles Logged  
 

Name 2009 Miles Logged 

Thad & Gloria Baker 32,183 

John & Ellen McVay 31,687 

Barry Covard & Nancy Karnell 21,770 

Dorsey & Anne Price 19,042 

Bob & Althea Berry 18,233 

Neil & Barbara Hejny 17,258 

Jerry & Maryann Jordan 16,354 

Smitty & Elizabeth Smith 15,821 

Mike & Becky Sangster 12,969 

Harold Breuninger 11,684 

Frank & Shirley Beaven 10,910 

Mark & Elena Olivas 10,000 

Jon & Liz Bailey 6,772 

Derryl & Lek Bates 6,350 

Dan & Nina  Levens 6,139 

Aubrey Wood 5,600 

Ron Norris 5,469 

Kent & Alice Lash 5,260 

David & Rene Locke 4,670 

Terry & Mary Lodin 4,550 

Cliff & Diana Sias 3,183 

Dan & Donna Humphrey 2,980 

Jerry Weren 1,868 

Dick Beutel 1,754 

Buzz & Dee Dehooghe 1,498 

Pablo Alonzo 1,000 

Mike & Susan Heritage 100 

2009 Chapter K Safe Miles 275,104 

2009 in Review  
By Elizabeth  

 
First and foremost, CONGRATULATIONS are in order.  We 
accumulated 275,104 safe miles in 2009.  I am sure you rode 
many more than that, but this is what was reported to Smitty.  
Our goal was 165,000 and far exceeded that.  I am sure you had 
fun riding those miles and I am glad they were rode in a safe 
manner.  We are setting our sights higher for 2010, but not so 
high that we canõt attain it.  And, of course weõre going to have 
lots of fun trying. 
 
We had 41 organized events for the year, some rides, some 
dinners, some training, and we even had one weekend ride.  We 
had a total of 358 participants at these events.  And, having 
participated in most of them myself, I can tell you that we had a 
lot of fun.  You just need to read the newsletter articles and look 
at the photo albums to see that.  Additionally, our monthly 
breakfast meetings were well attended, with 360 attendees for 
the year.   
 
We were happy to see long-time members return and welcomed 
new members to the family.  Thank you everyone for your 
support. 

Chapter K Merriment  
By Elizabeth  

 
Thirty four of us gathered on December 5 to kick off the holiday 
season right.  We gathered at the Lodge on the Desert for lunch 
and funñthat is of course what we do best:  eat and have fun.  
The Lodge is an Arizona landmark which was originally a private 
residence that opened with only seven guest rooms in 1936.  It 
has seen several renovations and expansions since then, the 
latest one in 2009, but through them all it has maintained its 
charm and southwest flavor.  We were in the original part of the 
Lodge in a private room (The Catalina Room) with a fire place 
that had a beautiful fire going.  Interestingly, David Locke 
worked at the Lodge many moons ago and remembered the 
room as being the lobby.  It made for an intimate setting that 
allowed us to mingle, be as loud as we wanted, and totally relax.  
And, speaking of flavor, the food was excellent; the most 
popular choices were the meatloaf and the salmonñyum, yum.   
 
We had a nice mix of people at the partyñlong time members; 
original founding members of the Chapter and brand new ones; 
have been with the Chapter one week.  What we all had in 
common was our love of riding and sense of friendship.  Smitty 
put together a slide show of pictures from the yearõs rides.  It 
was terrific; everyone enjoyed seeing themselves and it brought 
back the fun memories of the particular ride.  Elizabeth thanked 
the 2009 COY (Jerry and Maryann Jordan) and IOY (Harold 
Breuninger) for their outstanding support and announced the 
2010 COY (Nick and Ann Nichols) and IOY (Smitty) (see 
Directorõs Corner).  Then there were cookies and door prizes for 
everyone from the elves and we sang the Twelve Days of 
Christmas ala GWRRA-AZK.  It went like this: 
 
 
 

275,104

Chapter AZ-K 2009 Safe Miles
goal for 2009 was 165,000 Miles

CongratulationsChapter K you have exceeded our goal

Safe Miles Ridden



-  On the first day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me a cute little Kodie bear  

-  On the second day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me two tires rolling  

-  On the third day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me three Elite tires for my trike 

-  On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me four Chapter Ts 

-  On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me five Golden Wings 

-  On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me six spark plugs 

-  On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me seven days of touring 

-  On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me eight roads to ride on 

-  On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me nine primo months of riding 

-  On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love sent to 
me ten fingered gloves 

-  On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me eleven chapters at the rally 

-  On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me twelve months of riding 

 
Everyone departed in a jolly mood with well wishes for the 
holidaysñMerry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, Happy Kwanza, 
and a beautiful Winter Solstice and of course a Happy, Healthy, 
and Prosperous New Year to you and yours. 

Group and Individual Rides 

Bisbee Breakfast Club  
By Elizabeth  
 
On December 12, we set out for the Chapter K last official ride 
of 2009.  We met up at the usual south destination meeting place 
at 7 a.m.  As we left the house in the dark, at 0dark30 (well 
actually 6:15) to get there on time, I thought, òWhose great idea 
was this; to go out for breakfast in the dark, in the cold, and so 
early in the morning?ó  It was a chilly 37ÁF as we departedñI 
was never so happy for my electrics; I had it cranked up to high.  
We were joined by Jerry Jordan, Barry Covard, and Becky and 
Mike Sangster.  Kick stands were up at 7:08 sharp; I think 
everyone wanted to get moving and was hoping it would be 
warmer once we got on the road.  That didnõt turn out to be 
quite trueñthe temperature dipped to 28°F as we rode through 
Sonoita.  YIKES!  It wasnõt that cold when we rode in Montana 
and Idaho, and it we saw snow there.  Thankfully it started to 
warm up as the sun came out and it was a truly magnificent ride.  
Very peaceful, hardly any traffic (of course, everyone was at 
home toasty warm), and clear as bell.   We got to the Bisbee 
Breakfast Club in good time and were seated right awayñ
perfect timing.  We all had some hot beverages and a tasty 
breakfast.  As we were almost ready to leave and we were 
making our pre-ride restroom visit, we ran into Mark and Elena 
Olivas.  Apparently, they just missed us by about 5 minutes; they 
were running a little late and then didnõt know which way we 
rode to Bisbee.  So, we sat around and chatted some more.  
They decided to hang out in Bisbee and the rest of us rode 
home.  By this time it was sunny and much warmer.  We got 
home around 1 pm; in time to watch lots of College sports.  Life 
is truly good.  It was a very nice way to close our official ride 

calendar.  Great ride, good food and, most of all, excellent 
company.    
PS:  it was so cold, we forgot to take pictures. 
 

Grasslands Café  

By: Maryann Jordan  
 
There were about 13 of us that headed down to Sonoita on 
Sunday 3 January for lunch.  It was a beautiful day and the ride 
was great.  The group included Smitty & Elizabeth; Mike & 
Becky; John & Ellen; Dan & Donna; Jerry & Maryann; Bob, 
Charles, and Barry.  Elizabeth called ahead and they had a table 
ready for us when we arrived. The fun part of this trip was 
watching what Jerry would order, this is a vegetarian restaurant 
(no meat), what would he eat?  Well there was a Brats & Kraut 
sandwich that was the special of the day.  This is what he 
ordered and said it was pretty good.  After lunch we all went our 
separate way home.  Some went on to the U of A womenõs 
basketball game others home and some did the loop through 
Patagonia and Nogales. 
 

Lunch ride to Velvet Elvis in 

Patagonia  

By: Smitty  

 

Southern Arizona has many hidden treasures and on Saturday 9 
January 2010 our destination was to one such location.   Five 
bikes with 8 Chapter K members met up at the usual southeast 
side rendezvous point at 11am.  Our destination was the Velvet 
Elvis Pizza Company in picturesque Patagonia, AZ.  We had a 
most enjoyable ride from Tucson to Patagonia as we rode south 
on AZ83, never a boring ride.  We pulled into Patagonia around 
noon and much to our surprise the Velvet Elvis was pretty much 
empty.  We were promptly greeted by the restaurant owner who 
seated us all at a very long table could have easily sat 10. 
 
A quick review of the menu revealed that this was not your run 
of the mill pizza joint.  No! The Velvet Elvis specializes in 
designer and healthy pizzas and calzones (did I just use healthy 
and pizza in the same sentence?).  After we all got situated the 
head waiter came to the table, handed out menus and described 
the daily special which sounded very yummy.  Our beloved 
chapter director òQueen Elizabethó opted for the daily special 
and all we heard from her was òOh my gosh this is unbelievable, 
Iõm in heaven, Yummy-yummyó.  It was pretty much the same 
with everyone else once their food was delivered and the feeding 
frenzy began.  I had a calzone which I must admit was the very 
best calzone I have ever had.  It was cooked to perfection, 
extremely flavorful and not so huge that I walked out of the 
restaurant feeling like a beached whale.  

 



After lunch we all mounted up and headed southwest towards 
Nogales.  We made a brief stop just outside of Patagonia for a 
photo op (the five bikes were all different colors so we just had 
to have a picture).  We continued southwest and just before 
Nogales we turned onto South River road (always an enjoyable 
road) and snaked our way over to Interstate 8.  Then it was back 
to Tucson.  Some of the group peeled off at Green Valley and 
took the back roads to Tucson while others stayed on Interstate 
8 to Interstate 10 and then headed to the northwest side of 
town.  The day was a total success thanks to the wonderful 
weather and the awesome friends who were on the ride and of 
course the delicious food.  Participating in this ride were Jerry & 
Maryann Jordan, Charles Lolmaugh, Ron Norris, Barry Covard 
& Nancy Karnell, Smitty & Elizabeth Bottka-Smith. 
 

San Diego, CA Overnighter  
By: Ellen McVay  

 
It all actually started on Wednesday, when John McVay left for 
Yuma on the Wing.  His plan was to get a day to work on the 
irrigation system at his motherõs home without supervision and 
that worked.  I left on Thursday after work and drove Johnõs 
mother and her dog back to Yuma in her van.  Friday morning 
Barry Covard and Nancy Karnell left for San Diego and drove 
straight through.  There was an episode with a cooler and stuff 
spilled on the freeway but I could never do it justice.  I will leave 
the story telling to Nancy! 
Friday afternoon Mike and Becky Sangster and Elizabeth and 
Smitty left Tucson about 2 pm, reaching Yuma just in time to go 
to supper at Applebeeõs with the McVayõs, including Johnõs 95 
year old mother.  With a little urging from John McVay, the 
waiters sang Happy Birthday to Becky and brought her a free 
dessert.  The Sangsters and the Smiths stayed overnight with the 
McVays at their home in Yuma and Saturday am the three 
couples left for San Diego.  We traveled on Interstate 8 until the 
Jacumba exit.  There, we turned off onto old Highway 80 and 
took it to Highway 94.  It was a fabulous rideñcurves and hills 
and gorgeous countryside.  While on Highway 94, some guy with 
a camera stood in the left lane and took our pictures.  You can 
see the results at www.hwy94photo.com.  Pictures are on 
January 16th and numbers 241- 248 are us. 
We checked in to the Sofia Hotel, located right on Broadway, 
about six blocks from the harbor.  I remember it when it was the 
Pickwick (we lived in San Diego from 1966-70).  It has changed 
remarkably, entirely for the better.  Actually, much of downtown 
San Diego has changed for the better.  There was parking in the 
basement which was really nice-except for the ramp coming up!  
I was not at all impressed with the exit.  More precisely, I was 
not impressed with John coming up the exit ramp. 
After check in we headed out on foot to find lunch.  We stopped 
at a Persian restaurant and were joined by Nancy and Barry who 
had finished the zoo.  After lunch, we wandered down the street 
toward Seaport Village.  Several of us bought sweatshirts en 
route.  It was a bit cooler than I had hoped.  Nancy bought 
shoes and hopefully she will model them at the next meeting.  
By the time we were finished with Seaport Village, Mike sounded 
like he had swallowed a frog and decided he really needed a visit 
with pseudoephed, Dr. Smirnoff and a bed.  The rest of us 
planned to do the evening meal on our own, however the game 
was on in the hotel bar and we all ended up eating appetizers 
and watching the game. 

Sunday morning we took the bikes and went over the BIG 
bridge to Coronado.  Mike was feeling much better.  We checked 
out the Hotel Del but passed on brunch when we learned it was 
$74 each; settled for Brueggerõs and an outside table.  The 
weather was perfect.  From there we went to Mount Helix.  The 
signage was a little poor but after a couple bad starts we got all 
the way to the top.  The view is fabulous.  I was amazed at how 
much bigger San Diego is now than it was in 1969, the last time 
I was on Mt. Helix.  We left Helix and went to Old Town.  I said 
I could find Old Town but John didnõt want to lead.  He said 
heõd leave it to someone with a GPS.  Barry took the lead and 
went right past Rosieõs Quilt Shop and it was open.  (It should 
be noted this is not the way I would have gone, so if John had 
led, I would not have learned the shop was open).  We split up 
and did Old Town and lunch on our own and got back together 
about 2:30.  Most of the crowd was off to watch the Chargers vs. 
Jets game.  John and I went back to the quilt shop where it 
should be known, I did not buy one thing.  We got back to the 
bar and the game in time to see the Chargers loose to the Jets.  A 
whole lot of bar patrons were a long way from happy and a 
longer way from sober.  We left the bar and headed out to find 
supper.  We stopped at an Italian restaurant (deõMEDICI) where 
the pasta and fish were good and the tiramisu and crème brulee 
were fantastic!  

 
Sunday am at 7 am we exited the Sofia Hotel (and I survived the 
ramp) and headed east on Interstate 8.  We stopped in El Centro 
for a late breakfast.  John and I stopped in Yuma at Johnõs 
mothers for a couple hours.  The rest headed on to Tucson.  
Even with the two hour layover in Yuma, we were home by 
6pm.  We saw water on the roadside and worried about rain but 
never had more than a few sprinkles. 
For those of you who didnõt join us, you missed a really good 
time.  McVayõs Yuma house is usually empty and if ever you plan 
a night in Yuma, give us a call and weõll tell you how to make 
staying at our house work.  Yuma has a huge flea market, the 
territorial prison,  a couple of casinos, air shows, car shows, if 
you time it right and we can refer you to a good restaurant or 
twoñand a million not so good ones.  We have learned the hard 
way. 

 

Barry Covard & Nancy Karnellõs San Diego, CA Experience 
By: Barry Covard 

 
Nancy had a four-day weekend so we left Friday morning for 
San Diego by ourselves. We arrived around 4 PM after a 
beautiful day on the road. After checking in at the Sofia Hotel in 
downtown San Diego we started walking up and down all the 
streets and avenues of the Historic Gas Lamp District. 

http://www.hwy94photo.com/


So many great restaurants and happy hours - we tried several 
before returning exhausted to our hotel and crashing for a good 
nightõs sleep.  
 
We were up and out early Saturday morning to visit the San 
Diego Zoo where we were able to get up close and personal to 
many of the animals. We even witnessed two Hippos òdoing itó 
ð not something you see at The Desert Museum. Our favorites 
however were the elephants.  

 
Early afternoon our feet were getting sore and the crowds 
started to build so we left to meet the rest of the group who had 
arrived around noon and were on their way to find lunch. (What 
did we do before cell phones?)  We met up with the Smiths, 
Sangsters and McVays. After lunch we toured the waterfront 
ending up at a street festival before heading back to the hotel to 
rest our tired feet and plan the evening.  
 
Sunday morning we found breakfast on Coronado Island and 
then headed off to see the area and wound up at Old Town. 
After watching a little football and a little rest we again headed 
out to a small Italian restaurant a few blocks from the hotel for a 
fantastic meal.  It was early to bed after a very busy and exciting 
day exploring beautiful San Diego. 
 
Expecting a wet ride home we were up early and on the road at 
7AM. We lucked out however and saw no real rain, just a light 
mist on and off; didnõt even have to put on the rain gear. Looks 
like the bad weather hit after we left.  All in all we had a great 
weekend, great weather, great friends and a safe weekend.  Iõm 
looking forward to doing this ride again. 

 

Winter Visitorsõ Corner 
By Buzz and Dee DeHooghe 

From Michigan 
 
First, let me tell you how much we appreciate your keeping us 
informed about the club's activities.  It is very satisfying to read 
about the many activities the club has and the camaraderie that 
you share.  We envy you guys and look forward to riding with 
you when we return to Tucson in March.  We have yet to find 
the same club experience here in MI but, in truth, we have not 

spent any time looking.  We have been riding regularly 
throughout MI, sometimes with friends, sometimes alone.  The 
one major trip we took was to Muskegon and then across Lake 
Michigan on the car ferry to Milwaukee.   
 

 
Just crossed the five mile long Mackinaw Bridge which is in the 

background 
 
We spent several days there visiting with family and then headed 
north to Cederburg to spend a night a college roommate and 
then all of us rode to Wausau where we had lunch with a second 
roommate getting us all together for the first time in many 
years.  We then headed back into MI at Ironwood where we 
spent the night.  The next day we explored the Porcupine 
Mountains and finished the day in Marquette with yet a third 
roommate and his family.  Finally ended the journey the next day 
by crossing from Michigan's upper to lower peninsula using the 
"Mighty Mac" Mackinaw Bridge.  A very nice trip with good 
weather and fall colors providing spectacular views.   
 

 
Porcupine Mountain State Park with Lake of the Clouds in the 

background. 
 

Another involvement this summer has been a major remodeling 
to our home.  In a nutshell we converted a bedroom into an 
entryway with new porch, a full bath into a half bath and first 
floor laundry, prepped the plumbing and electric in two outside 
kitchen walls to get ready for future kitchen remodeling, 
replaced/added/moved six windows, and reinsulated and 
resided two outside walls.  Since we did all the work ourselves, 
this was a significant undertaking.  
  
So, that's what we have been up to since leaving AZ on May 1st.  
Oops, almost forgot, we also had a very nice weeklong visit from 
my two sisters and another weeklong visit from our three sons, 
their wives and our four grandchildren.  All in all a very full 
summer.  Speaking of summer, its counterpart, winter, is late 
arriving this year.  Last year we had 11" of snow on 
11/10.  Yesterday I had the snow blower out for the first time to 


