
 
   

   
 

 

                                                        

 
 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 



 
Chapter K Staff 

 
Title  

 

Name E-mail Phone 

Director Elizabeth Bottka-Smith Ebs56@cox.net (520) 390-5058 

Assistant Director Donna Humphrey humphred@peoplepc.com (520) 207-4009 

Assistant Director Becky Sangster Rsangster.06@comcast.net (520) 229-8670 

Chapter Educator Mike Sangster coachsangy@comcast.net (520) 229-8670 

Treasurer Maryann Jordan maryann-jordan@comcast.net (520) 299-4440 

Newsletter Editor Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 305-9122 

Webmaster Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 305-9122 

Ride Coordinators 
John & Ellen McVay 

Becky Sangster 

onedime@msn.com 

Rsangster.06@comcast.net 

(520) 298-7833 

(520) 229-8670 

Historian Vacant Vacant Vacant 

Public Relations/ 

Membership Development 

Donna Humphrey 

Diana Sias 

humphred@peoplepc.com 

dsias@comcast.net 

(520) 207-4009 

(520) 297-9462 

Chapter Store Kent & Alice Lash lash7@live.com (520) 289-9840 

50/50 Cliff Sias cjsias@comcast.net (520) 297-9462 

Diaper Bank 
Maryann Jordan 

Diana Sias 

maryann-jordan@comcast.net 

dsias@comcast.net 

(520) 299-4440 

(520) 297-9462 

COY 2010 Nick & Ann Nickelson l_nickelson1@juno.com (520) 747-8755 

IOY 2010 Daniel (Smitty) Smith dsmithmcse@cox.net (520) 390-5059 

Mascot Kodie gwrraazk@gmail.com Unlisted 
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2010 Arizona District Staff  

 

District Director  
Garry & Kerry Woo 
2581 W Vereda de Gente 
Tucson, Arizona  85746 
Home 520-883-7155 
Cell    520-490-8555 
Fax     520-883-4914 
E-Mail gwoo225@comcast.net 

Assistant District Director 
Bill & Susan Trask 

Home 623-934-7496 
E-Mail wwtrask@yahoo.com 

District Educator 
Harley & Pat Funk 

10319 Carob Drive 
Sun City, Arizona  85373 
Home 623-974-0463 
 
E-Mail azridered1@gmail.com 
 

District Treasurer 
Susan & Mike Heritage 

997 N Darlene Drive 
Vail, Arizona 85641-9684 
Home 520-762-8636 
E-Mail heritage-lady@hotmail.com 
            azrenagade@hotmail.com 
 

District Mo torist Awareness 
Dave & Sandie Novitt 

Home 1-520-296-7369 
E-Mail dnovitt@yahoo.com 

District Membership Coordinator 
Bill & Susan Trask 

Home 623-934-7496 
E-Mail wwtrask@yahoo.com 

District Newsletter Editor 
Laurie Williams 

 
Home 1-520-975-0384 
E-Mail towtheweight@cox.net 
 

District Webmaster 
Don Rhodes 

Home  480-216-8669 
 

E-Mail dcrhodes9@gmail.com 
 

District COY & IOY  
Coordinator 
Bill Leach 

Home  520-747-5276 
E-Mail ablu1@cox.net 
 

District Special Events Coordinator 
Jeffrey & Denise Goldin 

Home 1-602-481-0894 
E-Mail arizonagoldin@cox.net 

District Sunshine Person 
Jane Sutherland 

Home 623-935-4849 
E-Mail az_sunshine@cox.net 

District Store 
Gene & Jean McGaughey 

Home 620-648-6363 
Gene.jean.mcgaughey@cox.net 

District Trainer  
Sami Hall 

Home 520-616-9114 
gatrikers@aol.com 
 

District MEDIC First Aid  
Ray and Sandi Garris 

Home  602-404-6875 
E-Mail wingedcoyotes@q.com 

District Chapter of the Year Coordinator 
Bud & Dot Kapp 

2650 West Union Hills Drive #55 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
Home  623-434-6560 
Cell     602-908-4456 
Fax      623-434-6560 
E-Mail  hekapp@k2g.com 

District Ride Coordinator 
Bob Sutherland 

 
Home 623-935-4849 
E-Mail rscs43@live.com 
 

District COY 2008-2009 
Dale & Sandy Barger 

 
sandydalebarg@hotmail.com 
 
 

District IOY 2008-2009 
Ron Penner 

 
7rpenner9@comcast.net 
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Arizona Chapters  

 

Chapter: Meeting Day/Time:  Location: Directors: 

A 
3rd Saturday 
08:15 AM Breakfast 
09:00 Meeting 

Golden Corral 
4380 East 22nd 
Street, Tucson 

Dean & Jeannine Jernigan 
520.904.2713 
520.663.0377 
acd@jernigan.us 

C 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

JB's Restaurant 
1621 McCullock 
Blvd., Lake 
Havasu 

Sandy & AG Fiddler 
Home 928-680-9431 
ontheroof@frontiernet.net 

D 
2nd Saturday 
07:30 AM 

Old Country Buffet 
6625 E Southern 
Ave., Mesa 

Teena Prentice 
602-438-9660 
tedteena@cox.net 

E 
1st Tuesday 
05:30 PM Dinner - 07:00 
PM Meeting 

Golden Corral 
798 South 
Highway 92, 
Sierra Vista 

   Craig & Kathy McClintock 
   Home 520-458-2002 
   ceks_mcclintock@yahoo.com 

 

F 
2nd Wednesday 
07:00 PM 

KC's Grill 
No Street 
Address, Golden 
Valley 

Ron & Sue Baudoin 
928.757.0781 
ron@gwrraazf.com 

G 
2nd Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Longhorn Grill 
Amado 

Carl & Sherryll Welch 
520.548.0223 
Cd1_azg@att.net 

J 
E-mail Notification 
08:00 AM 

E-mail Notification 
Tim & Mary Gales 
928.774.7361 
tginaz@msn.com 

K 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM Breakfast - 
09:00 AM Meeting 

Golden Corral 
715 E. Wetmore, 
Tucson 

Elizabeth Bottka-Smith 
520.390.5058 
Ebs.qou@gmail.com 

R 
3th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Old Country Buffet 
17125 N 79th 
Ave, Glendale 

Keith and Cathy Ranta 
623-853-0394 
bluewingtrike@yahoo.com 

S 
1st Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Jason's Deli 
N/E Corner of 
Scottsdale and 
Shea, Scottsdale 

Richard Shields and  
Bobbi Harris 
480.391.7018 
Rshields018@cox.net 

Y 
4th Saturday 
08:00 AM 

Prescott Golf & 
Country Club 
Prescott Golf & 
Country Club, 
Dewey, AZ 

Earl Spenard 
928-541-9031 
ejs@cableone.net 
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GWRRA ð Arizona 

Chapter òKó  

Kachina Chapter  
February /March  2010  

www.gwrraaz.com/azk 
 

 

 

 

Director õs Corner  
 

We are so fortunate to live in Tucson.  While people 
are digging out from snow, we are riding our bikes and enjoying 
the great climate.  Even if we complain at times that itõs cold and 
we break out the electrics, in perspective we have it made.  I 
hope youõre all taking advantage of our great location and getting 
out to ride, either with the Chapter or with friends or by 
yourself.   

Don Williams, American novelist/poet, said òThe road 
of life twists and turns and no two directions are ever the same.  
Yet our lessons come from the journey, not the destination.ó  I 
hope we can all remember and live this.  Many times we are so 
focused on the destination that we forget to experience the 
journey.  This seems to be especially true when weõre out riding.  
We get lost in the end goal and forget to look at the beautiful 
sights along the way and enjoy the company. 

We have many opportunities for the òjourneyó coming 
up this spring.  There is something for everyoneñlong rides, 
short rides, over night ride, local attractions, and more.  Please 
mark your calendars now to enjoy the rides and the friendship.   

We are working very hard to host our fundraiser, poker 
run, April 25th. It will be a fun day.  Weõve been visiting some of 
the Arizona chapters to promote our poker run and from the 
sounds of it many of them are looking forward to it.  I hope you 
can all get out to join us and welcome them right.  
 
Letõs ride, ride a lot, and ride safe. Elizabeth 

 

Chapter K 20 10  Safe Miles  
 

 

 

Birthdays  

and 

Anniversaries  

 

 

 

February 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
Mike Sangster            2/3 
Cliff Sias                          2/4 
Jon Bailey           2/14 

Nick & Anne Nickelson    2/1 
Jerry & Maryann Jordan    2/4 

 

March 

Birthdays Anniversaries  
Charles Lolmaugh        3/8 
Donna Humphrey        3/20 

Jon & Liz Bailey                 3/8 
Derry; & Lek Bates            3/16 
Daniel & Elizabeth Smith  3/17 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations  

 
I am very proud to announce that Mike and Becky Sangster 
earned their Level IV, Master Rider Patch.  Harley and Pat Funk, 
Arizona District Educators, presented Mike and Becky with their 
patch at the January meeting.  Mike and Becky are fairly new to 
GWRRA but during those few years they have been very active 
and are the epitome of the GWRRA motto.  Mike is our most 
excellent Chapter Educator and Becky is our most awesome 
Assistant Chapter Director.  They both made a commitment 
early on to rider education and to safe riding, and it shows.  
Please congratulate them when you get a chance. 
 

 

187,708
12,292

Chapter AZ-K Safe Miles Ridden
Goal for 2010 is 200,000 Miles



Group and Individual Rides 

Nogales, AZ Ride  
By Alice Lash  
 
Saturday, January 30, 2010 
 
A ride to Nogales for Mexican food at Sotoõs PK Outpost was in 
the works.  Since Kentõs parents live in that area and often enjoy 
dinner there, and since that just happened to be their 61st 
Wedding Anniversary, we decided to invite them to join us.  
Aliceõs parents, Nick & Anne Nickelson were celebrating their 
57th Anniversary on February 1st and they would be joining us 
for dinner also.  We called ahead to have tables ready for 15 ð 20 
people.   
 
Come the day of our ride, Kentõs Mom got sick and they were 
not able to join us, which meant that several friends who had 
planned to join them would not be coming either.  Once we got 
to the meeting place, there were only two bikes and two cars that 
showed up.  As we were chatting about the events leading up to 
our ride, and the reason we were hoping to treat both sets of 
parents to dinner for anniversaries, we found that the group that 
did show up had more in common than just motorcycles.  Jerry 
and Maryann Jordan as well as Frank and Shirley Beaven were 
celebrating anniversaries around the same time, so the 8 of us 
went on our ride and had a tasty dinner and great conversation 
(the service could have been better) and when it was time to 
head back home, those of us in the car were very happy for the 
warmth we would enjoy on the way home.  
 

Big Bend Ramble  
By Dorsey Price  

 

 
 
After a few months layoff from long distance riding, I decided to 
take a short hop over to see Big Bend National Park in Texas.  I 
had been close many times but had never detoured to see this 
area.  In addition, a group of distance riders I know were 
planning a rough road ride so I thought to drop by just to visit 
with them.   
 

I decided to take my Triumph to see how it handles distance and 
left early Sunday for the 600-mile ride.  It was quite cold so I did 
my mandatory breakfast stop at Kranberryõs in Lordsburg, NM 
before pressing on.  The Triumph runs well at Interstate speeds 
but I have to stop more often as it likes the fuel at 75 mph 
speeds.  This meant a stop every 150 miles but I wasnõt riding 
for time as I usually do. 
 
The ride to Van Horn was all I-10 so not very exciting except for 
the gusty winds.  Getting off I-10 to HWY 90 meant the start of 
the fun portion of the ride.  The last time I rode Hwy 90 was 
back in 1973 when I rode my Suzuki Water Buffalo from 
Victorville, CA to San Antonio, TX to attend Instrument Pilot 
Instructor School at Randolph AFB.  I remembered that this was 
a scenic road and Texas has my vote for road friendliness as this 
two-lane blacktop has a 75 mph speed limit.   
 
The run on 90 was quite scenic while passing through Marfa, TX 
on the way to Alpine, TX.  I got to see a close up of one of the 
USAFõs Aerostats flying near Marfa.  You may have seen the one 
they fly at Sierra Vista as it has a sophisticated MTI (Moving 
Target Indicator) Radar to detect border intrusions.  My former 
employer Raytheon made the sensors in this blimp and I 
remember when the project was in development. 
 
At Alpine I turned south on HWY 118 that would take me to 
Big Bend.  This 80-mile run was the most scenic of the trip as it 
has many hills and curves with great views.  The Bluebonnets 
were also in bloom adding a blue tint to the scenes.  I arrived in 
Terlingua, TX shortly after 5:00 PM and checked into the host 
hotel.  The rough road group were just getting back from their 
day of dirt riding so the evening was spent discussing the day 
and plans for Monday.  An interesting highlight was that one of 
the guys I met had served as a forward air controller in Vietnam.  
A few minutes of discussions revealed that he had worked some 
of my Cambodia missions when I was seeding trails with Mk-36 
mines from my F-4.  A small world exists after all. 
 
The next morning news report revealed that the weather was 
going to take a bad turn that night with snow predicted all over 
West Texas.  I decided to shorten my stay and see Big Bend on 
my way out.  I spent a few hours riding in Big Bend and enjoyed 
the views and great sights all the way to Rio Grande Village and 
back.   
 
Back in Terlingua I fueled up to head back to Tucson.  I chose 
to ride back to Marfa and Hwy 90 the long way and left at noon 
heading west on Hwy 170 heading to Presidio, TX.  This road is 
a great bike road as it rolls along the border rising up and down 
affording many great scenes with a splattering of Bluebonnets to 
make it colorful.  There was absolutely no traffic and I rode the 
67 miles at a leisurely pace.   
 
Arriving in the border town of Presidio, I turned north on Hwy 
67 for the 70 mile run back top Marfa.  The weather was starting 
to worsen as the clouds were rolling in and there was a severe 
cross wind fighting me all the way to Marfa.  Thankfully the 
Triumph has a very low center of gravity so the wind did not 
affect it like it does my Goldwing.   
 
In Marfa, I rejoined Hwy 90 for the sprint to Van Horn and I-
10.  Of course, I stopped at a DQ in Marfa to get my GWRRA 
passport stamped!  Fighting wind for the 60 miles to Van Horn 
was still not bad but I knew I had to keep moving if I was to 



make it home that night.  Hitting I-10 now meant I had 120 
miles of headwinds to El Paso but the 80 Mph speed limit made 
this time pass pretty quickly. 
 
Things were going well until I hit El Paso.  Just after re-fueling I 
get back on I-10 just as rush hour and the rains started.  It took 
over an hour to get through the main part of town, as everyone 
appeared to have forgotten how to drive.  I finally made it 
through and blew past Las Cruces at 6:00 PM.  It was still raining 
but I felt good enough to make it home but my mind changed as 
I got to the border patrol inspection station just past Las Cruces.  
As I stopped to talk to the agent, I noticed big fat snowflakes 
falling so made the decision to press to Deming and stop for the 
night.  I arrived in Deming at 7:00 PM and rode slowly as the 
snow was sticking and the roads were getting slippery.  
Whenever I stop in Deming, I stay at the old Grand Motor Inn, 
which is close to Deming Honda.  You get a clean room at a 
good rate and they have a restaurant. 
 
The next morning I got up at 07:30 AM and looked out the 
window at the Winter Wonderland of white.  The sun was out 
and it was about 30 degrees so I took my time getting ready to 
leave.  At 09:00 AM the temperature had risen to a toasty 34 so I 
cleaned the snow off the bike and pressed for home.  
Fortunately the roads were dry and I made great time over the 
last 218 miles with a stop in San Simon for fuel.  The roads were 
dry all the way but there was snow all the way until the last hill 
before Benson.   
 
I arrived home at noon on Tuesday after covering 1500 miles in 
2.5 days.  I can say that the Triumph works well as a trip bike 
but will never replace my Winnebiko GL1800 for serious 
distance riding.  It does draw a lot of questions at stops a most 
people have never seen this 2.3 Liter production motorcycle. 
 

Ride to Bisbee Breakfast Club  
By Frank Beaven  
 
Shirley and I had planned to ride together Friday to the Bisbee 
area with the Retreads. Although the weather was good and 
everything was shaping up for a good ride Shirley was unable to 
make the ride because her neck was bothering her and she 
decided not to go. As it turned out the Gold Wing community 
was well represented. I would guess that two thirds of our riders 
were also members of either Chapter K or Chapter A of 
GWRRA. 
 
We met at Wilmot and I 10. We had a very good turnout; I 
would guess approximately 15 or 16 motorcycles, and many of 
them riding two up. The weather was just grand for the trip. I 
would suspect that the turnout was good because it was 
threatening rain for Saturday. We rode down to Benson on 
Interstate 10 and then headed South on State Rd. 80. The ride 
through St. David and South past Tombstone is a beautiful route 
this time of year. When we got to the Bisbee area we had 
planned to take the back way through Bisbee, but the road was 
closed to through traffic. Part of us stopped when we realized 
that the road was closed. The temperature dropped about 10° 
because we were at the 5900 feet elevation, you could see snow 
on the north side of the mountain in between the trees. On the 
ride through the tunnel just before you get to Bisbee I noticed 

that many of the guys could not resist honking their horn. I 
guess it's just the kid in us. LOL 
 
To ride around Bisbee is very scenic. You have a really good 
view of the town off to your left. When you get near the bottom 
of the hill you discover you are going past the famous copper 
mine that has what is called the Lavender pit. For many years it 
was the largest hole in the ground in the United States. It is still a 
spectacular sight. The restaurant we went to, the Bisbee 
Breakfast Club is just past the Lavender pit on the right. It is 
tucked away in a short street that cannot be seen from the main 
road. But let me assure you it is doing a booming business. All 
the locals seem to know about the restaurant. If we had not 
called ahead we would not have been seated for a long time. As 
it was, it took about five minutes to get our table set up and after 
that the service was really good. The food was also excellent. 
Friday was also fish and chip day. We noticed that when we 
arrived there were quite a few motorcycles out front. As it 
turned out Chapter G from the Green Valley had also chosen 
Friday to go to the Breakfast Club for lunch. It was like a Gold 
Wing reunion. LOL.  Lots of good friends and lots of good food 
and a great ride. 
 
After lunch we broke up into about three or four groups and 
everybody went their own way. I went with a group that took the 
road around to Sierra Vista and stop at Cochise Motorsports . 
After checking out all the sale items we headed north back to 
Benson and then on home for most of us. I stopped for a while 
and visited friends that live in Benson. When I got home I told 
Shirley she had missed a very good ride and a great fish and chip 
dinner. She said there is nothing like rubbing it in. 
 
Frank Beaven 
 

Winter Visitorsõ Corner 
 

The Simpson (Snowbirds) Tou r 
 
Itõs been a year since we rode with Chapter K; however, we keep 
in touch through Elizabethõs updates and your excellent 
newsletter.  Several months ago, Elizabeth asked the 
òsnowbirdsó to submit articles telling of our travels.  As often 
happens, I had good intentions but failed to produce.  So, after 
Elizabethõs call for articles I decided it was time to write.  
(Besides, I can use this for our T2 newsletter back home in 
Ohio!) 
 

 
 



On December 11, 2009 we arrived in Oklahoma City ð just in 
time for 14.1ó of snow on Christmas Eve, a record for a 24-hour 
snowfall there.  Nonetheless, we had a wonderful time playing 
tourist and visiting our son, Doug, a USAF officer newly 
stationed at Tinker AFB.  However, we didnõt even unload the 
Wing from our òtoy hauleró 5th wheel RV.  Just too darned cold! 
 

 
 

In early January we moved to Dallas, TX and then near Houston 
to visit friends and family.  Finally, on January 12 we arrived in 
Harlingen ð aah, warmth!  Finally we could release our Wing 
from its prison.  And ride we did!  Our first destination was the 
Laguna Atacosta National Wildlife Refuge.  What a gem!  
Originally it was a WWI military installation for training aircraft 
gunners and bombardiers.  After WWII it was returned to Texas 
ownership.  This refuge encompasses 4 distinct ecosystems and 
is home to a myriad of wildlife, including egrets, sandhill cranes, 
alligators, coyotes, and cougars.   

 
 

The South Texas Historical Museum was a treasure.  We 
Northerners didnõt really learn many details about the history of 
Texas in our schooling.  (Or perhaps I just canõt remember.)  In 
any case, the one detail that really amazed me was that, as a 
result of our war with Mexico, we forced them to cede 
approximately half of their country to the US ð including parts 
of what is now Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California and 
Utah.  No wonder they still hold a grudge against us! 
 

 

In case you didnõt know, Char LOVES being around water ð 
and the more, the better!  So a trip to South Padre Island 
(actually two trips) was a must for her.  The gusting winds made 
the 1.7 mile ride over the causeway from Point Isabel to SPI 
rather interesting.  It was windy on the beach, and even though it 
was sunny and the temps were in the low 70s, it was definitely 
not swimming weather (although there were a few hardy souls in 
the surf).  However, the views from restaurants overlooking the 
water were beautiful.  And the fresh-caught seafood dinners 
were even better! 
 

 
 

The Brownsville area was nice, especially the warm temps.  But 
we yearned for the desert and mountains.  So a week later we 
drove a short distance north to Kingsville and took a tour of the 
world famous King Ranch.  The 1.5 hour tour bus took us 
around the historical headquarters and through some of the 
rangeland.  We learned that the Quarter Horse was first 
registered there, and that they developed a breed of cattle that 
would tolerate their hot, dry climate.  Moreover, the King Ranch 
has land holdings all over the world and is involved in a variety 
of enterprises.  They really understand the importance of 
diversification. 
 

 
 

We spent a few days in San Antonio.  But it was cold and rainy 
so we decided to move on to El Paso.  At 2 PM and about 100 
miles fro El Paso a hose clamp on the turbocharger blew up ð 
literally.  But by 8 PM our truck was towed to a Ford dealer and 
our RV was in an RV park about two miles away.  Thankfully, by 
Friday at 4 PM all repairs were complete!  Here we again found 
warmth and sunshine.  The desert terrain is mostly flat and we 
didnõt find any particularly exciting òriding roads.ó  But a ride on 
the tram to the observation deck on top of the Franklin 
Mountains (about 2000 ft above ground level) gave a fantastic 
view of two countries (US and Mexico) and three states (TX, 
NM and a state in Mexico).  We also did a walking tour of the 


